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Arrest made in Chisholm Cold Case 
DNA match leads to arrest of local man in murder of Nancy Daugherty 

 

The Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA) and the Chisholm Police Department have made an 
arrest in the 1986 murder of Nancy Daugherty of Chisholm. 

Michael Allan Carbo Jr., 52, of Chisholm, was taken into custody earlier today and booked into 
the St. Louis County Jail in Virginia on probable cause 2nd Degree Murder. 

BCA agents and Chisholm police investigators arrested Carbo after receiving confirmation from 
the BCA laboratory earlier today that Carbo’s DNA matched DNA from the crime scene. 

Nancy Daugherty was last seen alive just after Midnight on July 16, 1986. That afternoon, 
Chisholm police officers conducting a welfare check located Nancy Daugherty deceased inside 
of her home. She had been beaten, sexually assaulted and strangled. Evidence at the scene 
indicated that a struggle had occurred both outside and inside the home. Witnesses later 
reported hearing a woman screaming in the early morning hours. 

BCA scientists obtained a full DNA suspect profile from bodily fluids found on the victim and at 
the scene. But the DNA did not match any persons in the criminal DNA database. 

Over the years investigators interviewed and collected DNA from more than 100 people. 
Periodic case reviews also happened over the years, but none led to a solid lead in the case, and 
periodic comparisons of evidence DNA to the DNA database did not result in a match. 

In early 2020, the Chisholm Police Department approached the BCA wanting to provide a 
sample of the DNA evidence to Parabon. The company analyzes public genealogy databases 
that have law enforcement programs to generate leads in cases. The BCA laboratory 
coordinated with the company to provide a DNA sample from the decades-old evidence. Based 
on their analysis and search, Parabon in July identified Mr. Carbo as a potential suspect in the 
case.  

BCA agents and Chisholm investigators began surveillance of Mr. Carbo last week and 
surreptitiously obtained DNA evidence that was sent to the BCA laboratory for analysis. On 
Monday, the BCA laboratory reported a DNA match to the bodily fluids found on the victim and 
at the scene. This morning, investigators with a search warrant obtained DNA directly from Mr. 



Carbo. Using new Rapid DNA technology, the BCA laboratory tested the known DNA sample, 
providing confirmation this afternoon of a DNA match. 

“We are gratified to be able to provide some answers to this family and this community after all 
of these years,” Chisholm Police Chief Vern Manner said. “We are grateful as well to the BCA 
and so many assisting law enforcement agencies that continued to work this case over more 
than three decades.” 

“This case illustrates why no case is ever cold for us,” BCA Superintendent Drew Evans said. 
“Every time we hit a dead end, investigators and scientists go back to the drawing board. 
Solving this case is proof of the value of tenacious work – even when it’s over a span of 
decades.” 

“Our condolences go out to Nancy Daugherty’s family.” St Louis County Attorney Mark Rubin 
said. “This is a phenomenal example of perseverance and cooperation between law 
enforcement and our Office,” Rubin emphasizes. “The case will be charged and prosecuted by 
Karl Sundquist and Christopher Florey,” added Rubin, who actually worked on the case 34 years 
ago with since retired and now deceased BCA Investigator Floyd Bowman. 

Mr. Carbo will be charged in the days ahead by the St. Louis County Attorney’s Office. This 
remains an ongoing and active investigation. 

Chisholm Police Chief Vernon Manner and BCA Superintendent Drew Evans will be available to 

discuss the following news release today.  

 Wednesday, July 29, at 8:15 p.m. 

 Winter Discovery Center, 1005 Discovery Drive, Chisholm, Minn. Please use the Winter 
entrance on the south side of the building.  

For those unable to attend a broadcast-quality live stream of the media availability will appear 

on YouTube at the following link: https://youtu.be/E7lKX6qNGWE. If our Internet connection is 

interrupted, or if you experience technical issues during the live event, you can access a 

recorded version posted to the Minnesota Department of Public Safety YouTube channel soon 

after the media availability has ended. 

 
 

### 
 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FE7lKX6qNGWE&data=02%7C01%7Cdouglas.neville%40state.mn.us%7C156bd82a94dc4744f9b008d8340bcf0d%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637316572601838156&sdata=QQJn94Ni78VBeJEpXte8nKLOKjGrlZsM7Rcf9phXj%2F8%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2FMNDPS&data=02%7C01%7Cdouglas.neville%40state.mn.us%7Cf7be8b8ddf1346eccf7608d83409d8b3%7Ceb14b04624c445198f26b89c2159828c%7C0%7C0%7C637316564172834916&sdata=A9N5yLtkV4HzQR7sJdBw%2BG4jVBPkZEoeo%2BEmjVl2B2o%3D&reserved=0

